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Information Systems
By George Rose

April Fools Day and the Confiker.C scare )

s most of us in the IT world expected, reports of the Conficker worm
where vastly exaggerated and it did not have as big an impact as was
being predicted.

The reason is that the main purpose of the virus, which has already
infected about 15 million computers, is to make money. Viruses with that
intent generally like to stay hidden as long as possible, collecting as much
income as possible before being discovered and disabled.

The worm is self-replicating and has attacked a vulnerability in machines using the Microsoft's Windows
operating system. Microsoft issued a patch to fix the vulnerability last October; however, millions of
computers that are running pirated versions of Windows are unpatched.

The reason everyone was concerned is that there was reason to believe the virus will change its behavior
come April 1, or sometime shortly after. The attacker recently released a major update to Conficker,
known as Conficker.C. This variant contains two major new features. First, the domain generation
algorithm now creates 50,000 random domains, and attempts to contact 500 of them each day. It is
completely impractical for the *Conficker Cabal," a group of security researchers, to lock down all 50,000
domains generated each day.

Additions to the code also include a P2P file sharing ability and a change to the algorithm for the domain
names, so the additional functionalities will spread it further and make it harder to track.

How to protect yourself? The usual: firewall, updated anti-virus program and keep your Windows
operating system updated.

Think you have the bug? The Confiker worm blocks a couple of web sites it doesn't want you to access
because they give information about combating it. If you can go to http://www.mcafee.com you likely
aren't infected.

Don’t forget The Golden Rule —
Update, update, update!!
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Safety News

By Scott Davidson, Manager

n March 16 we started up the chop line again at Millworks. We have 350,000 fbm of green cedar 2 X

6 shop and better to chop into clear cut stock and finger joint blocks. We can chop approximately
20,000 fbm per 10 hour day, so this will take us to mid April. The majority of the cut stock is getting
container packaged and shipped to Belgium. Other orders are destined to be shipped to Australia. The
entire crew is focused on the quality of the finished product as this is what will lead to future orders.
After the cedar, we will continue on with hemlock orders we started in January.

The bevel line is down now, but I getting hints of increased activity in the bevel market.

Let’s hope that the downtime, along with old man winter is behind us for awhile.

LADDER SAFETY

With springtime here many of us will be outside tuning up the yard and house using all sorts of tools.
Ladders are one tool that can be very useful in getting to those hard to reach places. Following is a short
quiz that outlines the basics of ladder safety.

Test your knowledge of ladder safety

Taken from the Canada Safety Council Canada’s VVoice and Resource for Safety

Ladders are the largest tool in the house. They are essential for trimming trees,
painting, cleaning and many other necessary tasks. However, falls from ladders at
home lead to thousands of injuries every year. True or false?

1) Today’s ladders are designed so they can safely be used on unstable or slippery surfaces.

e TrueE False

2) You can reach up to one metre upwards or to the side of the ladder.

L True[3 False

3) It is safe to stand as high as the second rung from the top of a straight or extension ladder.

L TrueE False

4) Using the right ladder for the job is critical for safety.
e L

True False
5) When climbing up or down, face the ladder and hold the rungs with both hands.

Check your answers on the following page.
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Answers to Ladder Quiz

1. False
Always make sure the ladder is on a firm, level surface and all locks are
engaged.

2. False
Stretching and leaning to the side is a leading cause of falls. Move the ladder to reach your
work.

3.False
For an extension ladder, the highest safe standing level is the fourth rung. For a stepladder,
stand no higher than the second rung from the top.

4. True

The maximum load a ladder can safely handle is called its duty rating. To determine the proper
ladder size, subtract the climber’s height from the height of the job. Use the right type of ladder
for the job; for example, don’t try to use a stepladder as an extension ladder. Last but not least,
make sure the ladder is in good repair.

5. True
Your body should be centered between the side rails. Maintain a firm grip and use both hands
when climbing. Slip-resistant shoes are also recommended.

National Day of Mourning
April 28, 2009
Each Year Canadian workers are killed on the job. Countless

thousands become permanently disabled or die from work-related
diseases.

April 28 is the Annual Day of Mourning. It has become a nationally recognized day to
pause, reflect, and gather our resolve. It has become a day to re-dedicate ourselves to
the fight for improved health and safety.

Observe One Minute of Silence at 11 AM on April 28 to remember those who have died
needlessly on the job. Think too of what must be done to prevent deaths and injuries at

your workplace.
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worksafebec.com

ECTsers | HAZARD ALERT

Spotter hit by grapple when
working in blind conditions

A grapple yarder operator was removing logs from a hillside. A new worker was the spotter, directing the
placement of the grapple by radio. Two logs were yarded after the spotter attached a choker cable. The spotter
then attempted to remove a log from within a retention patch of brush and saplings. The operator could not see
the log or the spotter. The spotter had no training or experience working with grapples in blind conditions.

When the spotter asked the operator to swing the grapple, the operator made one blind throw without
confirming the spotter's position. When the spotter asked for the grapple to be moved a bit more, the operator
immediately did so. However, the spotter was not in the clear. He was hit by the grapple or choker cable and
died of his injuries.

Safe work practices:

e Never move the grapple in blind conditions without 2 iz
confirming that the spotter is in a safe position. = Z /S L o a -

e Make sure you are in the clear before giving the go-ahead < i i
signal.

e Develop safe work procedures for moving the grapple in
blind conditions.

e Train all workers in the required communication procedures.

e Provide new workers with adequate instruction on how to
keep themselves in safe positions when they are working
around yarding equipment.

e Demonstrate the work task or process for new workers so
that they are aware of hazards and can perform the work
safely.

Good effective safety
communication is everyone’s
responsibility
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Compost

Yelselele '~ Spring2009

As | am writing this and thinking of what needs
to be done in our gardens | look up and see the
snow falling — it is April 1st!! — Winter is still
not over. Hopefully, soon the cold cloudy skies
and cold weather will give way to warmer sunny
days and we can finally check out what damage
the winter has done to our trees, shrubs and
garden.

Pruning
If you have damaged plants now is the time to

cut or prune them back to a strong health branch;
with shrubs, tie them up and trim them to shape
so they will fill in any hollow spots when the
new growth starts. Your lawn has also taken a
beating this winter and now is the time to think
about aerating, liming and fertilizing. The fall
bulbs you planted last fall should be starting to
show a signs of growth and soon will be giving
your garden a nice display of coulour.

Moss Control

We all have the on going struggle to get rid of
moss in our lawn. The west coast’s damp, mild
climate encourages the growth of moss spores.
The first step in controlling moss is to have a
healthy dense lawn. This is achieved with proper
fertilizing, watering, drainage and mowing. The
more dense the lawn is, the better equipped it is
to compete with the moss. To control existing
moss it is necessary to remove as much moss as
possible. The first step is to apply a moss
control product then followed by power raking
the moss out of your lawn. Moss control
products are high in iron sulfate materials. They
can be applied with a spreader or sprayer and
should be applied to the lawn areas only.

A
&

Be careful not to get any of the sidewalks or
buildings because the iron will stain any area it
hits. To ensure that the moss will be wiped out,
the lawn should be cut, damped, and then apply
the granulated moss control. No rain for about
24 to 48 hours is also required. The dead moss
will turn a black colour. It is now easily
removed with a power rake and any bare spots
should be reseeded to restore a dense lawn.

Fertilizing lawns

Everyone likes a green lawn without weeds,
moss, or other problems a lawn might get. This
does not happen by chance and it does require a
little time, effort and fertilizer. Fertilizing in the
spring must be done with a certain amount of
caution. Over applying of nitrogen can cause
unwanted problems. To keep your lawn looking
great apply a spring fertilizer. The ideal program
involves making frequent light applications of
quick release fertilizer in early spring and a slow
release fertilizer in early summer and late
summer to last until fall fertilizing. If you are
unable to fertilize frequently then in the spring
apply a quick release fertilizer at half rate and a
slow release fertilizer in early summer. A
mixture of slow release fertilizer with quick
release nitrogen will work if you can only do one
applicator for the spring and summer.

Remember to check your garden
) equipment before the garden
season gets into full swing and
always wear your personal safety
protection. Until next time have a
great summer and enjoy your garden.

N
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Hop /P pRl Birthdmy!!

MILL
Ken Piper
Dick Sidney
lan Gallagher

Denny Chartrand 15

Todd Janney

Patsy Wallman 27

CFP

Wayne Coulson

Brian D

Leonard Miller
Don Deforest
Moe Francouer

KLITSA

alziel

Chance Amos
Eugene August

RIMROCK
03 Amber Wangsness 01
10 Wes Michalenko 04
13 Marilyn Little 06
14 Marion Vanderest 24
17 Norma Hennessy 25

Kendall Doherr 30
03 You are the cause of everything

11 that happens to you. Be careful

what you cause.

By John Bunyan
Taken from Words of Honor pg 15

WED THUR FRIDAY SAT
1 2 3 4
Payroll Cont’rs
Cutoff Invoices are
due at office
8 9 10 11
Payday Good Friday
Cont’rschq | Head Office
for pickup Closed.
after 1:00 pm
13 14 15 16 17 18
Head Payroll Cont’rs
Office Cutoff invoices due
Closed at office
20 21 22 23 24 25
Payday
Cont’rs chq
for pickup
1:00 pm
26 27 27 29 30
Payroll Cutoff
Cheques for
pickup after
1:00
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